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Art Book Gifts
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The following is a sampling of
newish art books readily available
at Jaap Rietman’s Soho bookstore
or others in the Village vicinity.
Since I only reviewed the books I
received review copies of, this
selection is hardly comprehensive.
There are hundreds of excellent re-
maindered books also available in
the annexes to Jaap Rietman’s and
Barnes and Nobles’ main stores.
Of them, if you can find them, I
heartily recommend the Oxford
Press, England, series of
Appreciation of the Arts. There are

three separate volumes— Painting,

Sculpture and Architecture.
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Warhol autographing

Sculpture the weakest of the three,
but still useful. They are all high
level dissections of the structure of
art.

The best ‘buy: 1. found is
TriQuarterly 32, a special issue of
Anti-Object art co-edited by
Lawrence Levy and John Per-
reault. It is in itself an anti-Object
art object since it exists in a plain
brown wrapper (for subway read-
ing, I presume) while five wallet-
size photos of the ‘‘real’’ cover,
which has a reproduction ' of

_Sithson’s **Spiral Jetty”’ on it, are

contained in a small pocket on the
brown one. Perreault’s introduc-
tory essay is tight and well
rounded. It penetrates some of the

mists of / mlsundcrstandmg that
continue to enshroud so-called
Conceptual art. So, for $3.95, you
get all that plus an exhibition in
paperback form. This is a rarity
nowadays. There were so many in
the early seventies, but interest in
this manner of presenting art seems
to have fallen off of late, which is
too bad. Levy and Perreault chose
well from available work. Concep-
tual art is a hybrid art form that
often seems cold and impersonal,
but as presented here it seems emo-
tional, idiosyncratic, warmly
humanistic and lively. If there were
more good compendiums of recent

art work like this one available, our”

conception of Conceptual art
would be much clearer.

The Philosophy of Andy Warhol
@From A to B & Back Again) by
Andy Warhol for $7.95 from
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, New
York, makes for fast, fascinating
reading. It’s an autobiography
which fleshes out our understand-
ing of this enigmatic artist to some
extent (especially as concerns his
sexual proclivities) but, which
mainly serves to augment the

mythical web he’s been weaving.

about his person lo these many

.years. Warhol has cleverly worked

out a way to play both sides of the
gameboard with such lines as, *

-and an artist should count up his

pictures so you always know exact-
ly what you’re worth, and you
don’t get stuck thinking your pro-
duct is you and your fame, and

GALLERIE

‘ written
curator at the Whitney Museum of

your aura.” Plainly written, often
humorous, occasionally brilliant
(almost aphoristic),
poignant and naively fey, the book
fulfills its purpose—it reminds us of
Warhol’s continued existence as a
famous person. It adds yet another
dimension to the cult figure who
has become such an object of
adoration that someone. on my
block actually crossed outa *‘Jesus
Saves’’ grafitti on the subway en-
trance gate-and wrote, ‘‘No. Andy
Warhol does.”’

Two paperback monograph-type
books bear comparison. For $15.00
you can get a tiny introduction, a
chronology ‘and three interviews
with Gene Davis by Barbara Rose,
Walter Hopps, and Donald Wall
(the editor) and a whole lot of
reproductions of monotonously

" York Graphic Society, Boston, and

" doubles as an exhibition catalogue

but mostly .

similar paintings in Gene Davis,

published by Praeger, New York.
(Gene Davis, for those of you who

don’t know, paints those vertical’

stripe paintings that are always in
shows near Noland’s horizontal
stripe paintings.) For a mere $7.50,
on the other hand, you can getare-

~ally valuable book (thoroughly

documented, well written, with lots
of excellent color plates) on a
major American painter, Arthur

.Dove, who may or may not have
been the first Abstractionist and
‘who will always be an important

figure in art history. Arthur Dove is
by Barbara Haskell,

American Art, distributed by New

\

for the current. Arthur Dove
retrospective at the Whitney.

New York Graphic Society also
distributes Era of Exploration: The
Rise of Landscape Photography in
the American West, $25 in
hardcever, which was issued joint-
ly by the Allbright-Knox and the
Metropolitan Museum of Art in

conjunction with their exhibition of -

the same name. The book is
scholarly and factual almost to a
fault. The text is so full of details
and interesting bits of information,

especially about the connections,

between 19th century science and
art, that you almost forget to look
at the pictures, and they’re the best
part, especially the full page duo-
tone ones. It's a show in itself.
Parenthetically, one of New
York Graphic Society’s best pro-

ductions to date is Fernand Leger,

Drawings and Gouaches,
published in 1973 and well worth
the $30 selling price. Elegant,
scholarly, selected according to
high standards of connoisseurship
and illustrated with accurate color
plates, it sets the tone I only wish
more art book publishers would
hear. The world still awaits, alas, a
book of such quality on Leger’s
total oeuvre. New York Graphic
Society has put out-a large mono-
graph on Juan Gris (for which there
was a similar need), but it is marred
by bad design (over-size print and
3 Continued on Page 45
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Album edited and introduced with
a brilliant essay by Dore Ashton
(also $15). Both books are musts

for the bookshelves of any critics,
historians or lovers of modern art, a

for they are chock full of ideas by } YeWave !'l)'l!\l\, \

and about the artists in question __‘.ﬁutcin‘uu'cm,sm_angm,; , 9 ; -
and art itself. The book on y e A Vl\lage
Reinhardt is competently, but un- ||’ Wewelcome you _ Landm ark :

percussionists than virtuosity but

. .=the people who perform with Reich
‘: ‘possessed large measures of both,
—~"  particularly Bob Becker, Russ
Hartenberger, james Preiss, Glen

Velez, and Reich himself.
ok Kk kK

%o

“The problem with modern

music,”’ _ Stockhausen once  ©X " imaginatively edited and in- withfinefood ’ Eor 55 Years \
plained, Zis that so much of itisn’t troduced by Barbar‘a Rose_.. 1t ~ seven d ay s from RESTAURANT & THEATRE \
really modern at all...it’s simply | would have been 2 richer vein to 24 WOOSTERSTREET A tradition of serving home
badly performed, 1f you make mine had she included his “amily { 6to11:45PM NSOHO | Giyle  Amorican food home |
PO, e Lt | U S L Lt | 91 CNBIOSSL wnores oot | bk bred o7 1o |
might look as if you’ve invented post cards. He wrote thousands of aries | B O NONCH: 11AM TILL aoei 1 ae A candle- i
i i them to friends and artists ever- ' || setting ac ented DY €7 {
something, and if you put enough : . corner Bleecker TEL: 025-2347 CLOSED MONDAYS light, fireplaces._cory booths |
wrong notes into your music it ywhere, and, like the. one 1O L 242 0636 1 and an Outdoor Garden, blend
might seem that you have dis- Bernard Karpel that she did in- : : -~ : J to make Ye Waverly Inn a
e } dining tradition in New York

clude, they provide deep insights '~~~
that probe behind the protective
screen of his official rhetoric. The
only faults of the Cornell book are
its lack of. color plates and oc-

covered something. What it really
is, however, is poor imagination,
bad technique, and timid
craftmanship posing as
' modernism.”” First you step out of
step, then you sing out of tune, casionally overly sentimental re-

then you put it all together and call miniscing on the part of some of the -
it the Avant-Garde Rag! @' contributors. i
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. COFFEE SHOP

.. Open
Tuesday thru Sunday 7:30
! a.m. to 10:00 p.m.
for
BREAKFAST
SANDWICHES
¥ and- .
ITALIAN FOOD
HOMEMADE BY MAMA
GRACE WITH LOVE
at Reasonable Prices
186 Prince St.
(at Sullivan St.)

) 18 BANK STREET
(Cor of waverly Place)
WA 9-4377 :
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INCIAL

e RESTAURANT

Est 1891

Breakfast & Lu nch
152 SPRING ST. (925-2584)

Mesost

BALLROOM HESYAURANTMSBWG:( Broadway 0.G. DINING ROOM: 113 Thompson St. (near
(473-9367). Lunch Tues.-Sat., 12-3:30 p.m., Sun- Prince)(226-8953). Open 7 days from 11 am.-
day brunch 1-4:30 p.m.. Dinner 7 days from midnighLNocreditcards,

6-11:30 p.m. Bar. Enterainment. NO creditcards. ¥

135 SULLIVAN: 135 Sullivan St. .(674—

- . x
- GOTTLIEB'S: 343 Bleecker St (929-7800). 3 .
A g 6570)Tues-Thurs.. 511:30 pmi Fri. 5-
?;u;é:n SHIB& Sun., 124 oM. Dmng 4:30p.m. % midnight; Sat.. noon-midnight; Sun.. noon-11:30 s ¢
30 am. Bar open noonto 1 2.m. OPEN 7days.  pm.; Cloged Mon. Beer &wine served. No credit ltalian Hero -

- AE.MC.BA. g cards.
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HORN OF PLENTY: 91 Charles St. (corner . SandWlChes DINKNG ROOMS |
Steacker)(242-0636) Open 7 days Dinner Mon-  SPRINGST. NATURAL RESTAURANT AND BAR: . ! HOMEM ADE i
Sat., 6-11:45 pm.: Sun.. 5-10:45 p.m. Cocktail 149 Spring St. (between W. Broadway & ' \ ; ; . MEALS |
i . ; & : 1 Quiches, pates, soups

lounge open 430 p.m.-2am daily. AE.MC. BA, Wooster). Complete lunch & dinner from 11:30
and unforgivable desserts

DC.CB. am.-2a.m. Open 7 days. No Credit Cards.
e ~ictnonac St (920-0670). © VINNIE'S COFFEE SHOP: 188 Prince St. Tues- i fer- ol : ) i OPEN_II%) QadsTgxégglGHT
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